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Madame President of the Inter-American Commission of Women, Dr. Christina Muñoz, Ambassador Francisco Paparoni, Chair of the Permanent Council, Dr. Cesar Gaviria, Secretary General of the OAS, Permanent Representatives to the OAS, Permanent Observers to the OAS, Distinguished Delegates, Distinguished Emeritus, Madam Executive Secretary, Ladies and Gentlemen:

I am pleased to welcome you most cordially to the XXIX Assembly of Delegates of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM).   I look forward, as always, to the results of your deliberations.   My close relationship with CIM during the past eight years has taught me to expect pertinent decisions resulting from stimulating discussions from the Assembly of Delegates.  This meeting, I am sure, will certainly be no exception. 

During the commemoration year of the 70th Anniversary of CIM, we had the opportunity to review the Commission’s many accomplishments and celebrate seventy years of sustained commitment to the cause of women.  The profound changes that have taken place in our hemisphere in the area of women’s rights and that have produced more equitable and democratic societies are due in large measure to the efforts of the Commission. 

Four Inter-American Conventions promoted by CIM and ratified by the member States of the OAS have created a strong legal framework for women’s rights in the Americas and established standards for national laws.  CIM’s role as an international forum has been and will continue to be crucial in bringing women’s issues to the forefront of public discussion and in reinforcing each country’s commitment to address them.   By the same token, the Commission’s basic objective of achieving full and equal participation of women in their societies was recognized at the Summits of Miami and Santiago, as a basic condition for true democracy in our continent.  This year, the Inter-American Meeting of Consultation on Women’s Participation in Power and Decision-making Structures, resulted in a Progressive and Plan of Action.   The approval of the Plan of Action by this Assembly, will undoubtedly become an indispensable instrument for the governments of the Region in establishing policies and programs to advance women’s leadership positions.

The CIM’s accomplishments, recent and past, provide a solid foundation for future action.  On the threshold of the XXI Century, we harbor hopes of a better future, but also, face many unresolved issues and new concerns that must be confronted with determination and creativity.  The Commission is being called upon to reflect on its role in the coming century and to envision how best to continue meeting the needs and aspirations of the women of the Americas in these changing times.  In response, CIM has initiated a process of institutional strengthening that will allow it to expand its action and improve its access to resources.  

A stronger, more powerful Commission will lend much needed support to the governments in addressing, from a gender perspective, the issues of poverty and education - central concerns of the Santiago Summit and priority issues of the CIM Strategic Plan of Action. 

As I have said many times before, the work of Inter-American Commission of Women is fundamental to the Organization’s purpose of achieving equality, social justice, peace and prosperity in our Hemisphere.  Empowering women to become educated citizens, to participate in decision-making, to become self-reliant members of society is one of the most effective ways of strengthening our democracies so that we can achieve these goals.  

I commend your dedication, wish you much success in your deliberations and promise you, as usual my unreserved support.
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