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REPORT OF THE INTER-AMERICAN INDIAN INSTITUTE

(Item 2.b on the agenda)

REPORT ON THE ACTIVITIES CARRIED OUT FOR THE DEVELOPMENT
OF INDIGENOUS WOMEN IN THE AMERICAS

In recent years, the voice of indigenous women has been heard throughout the Hemisphere–women who have organized themselves and have struggled to create new openings both within and outside the indigenous communities.  Women have an undeniable responsibility as the driving force in the family, which is the nucleus of society.  Over time, an awareness of gender has developed which motivates women to work daily to combat extreme poverty and raise standards of living, education and health care, and to seek greater participation in making decisions on political, economic, cultural and social issues affecting their peoples.

The First Hemispheric Forum of Indigenous Peoples of the Americas, held in Tlaxcala, Mexico in December of 1996 testified to the growth and broadening of leadership on the part of indigenous women in the processes of transforming their communities.  Participants pointed to the need to strengthen ongoing venues for consolidating and following-up on their achievements.


These venues are urgent and necessary for ensuring that more indigenous women leaders can present their experiences and learn of the prevailing gender issues in other countries, in order to be able to outline joint strategies for full and equal participation in the development process of their peoples in the global framework.

In response to this just demand, the Inter-American Indian Institute has organized the following meetings:

II Hemispheric Meeting of Indigenous Women

This was held on December 4-7, 1997 in Mexico City, as a preparatory meeting for the Hemispheric Forum of Indigenous Women of the Americas.

Seventeen countries participated (18 indigenous peoples), and as a result of the meeting, the enclosed Declaration of Mexico City–Tenochtitlan was enacted.  The operating items  arising from the panel discussions are also included in the attached document.

II Hemispheric Forum of Indigenous Women of the Americas

This forum is scheduled to be conducted in December 1998 or January 1999, and will be held in Tikal, Guatemala.

We hope that a large contingent of indigenous women leaders from throughout the Hemisphere will take part.  Currently, this forum is in the preparatory stage, and we will keep the Inter-American Commission of Women in formed of the latest developments.

Indigenous America Review

The Indigenous America Review (América Indígena), published by the III includes a growing number of articles devoted to indigenous women’s issues.

II HEMISPHERIC MEETING OF INDIGENOUS WOMEN

Mexico City, December 7, 1997

In the framework of the Second Hemispheric Meeting of Indigenous Women, the Preparatory Meeting for the 1998 Forum of Indigenous Women was held, as part of the Inter-American Program of Indigenous Cooperation. 


Participants from 18 indigenous peoples and 17 countries sought to establish and strengthen ties at the hemispheric level, and came to the following conclusions:

· The information acquired at national and international meetings is not being circulated.

· There is little communication and few links between the organizations, due to the fact that each has its own policies regarding the actions it undertakes.  As a result, there are no joint action criteria and no attempts to join forces.  Each organization fights for leadership.

· There is neither communication nor articulation between the appointed committees, and thus information is not disseminated to the rank-and-file.

· We have not increased opportunities for participation at the international level.

Proposals and Agreements

· Professional training for women leaders.

· Exchange of information and other forms of support on political issues for women leaders.

· Creation of a bank for small-scale indigenous producers.

· In the area of education, curricula, books and pamphlets for children should be written from an indigenous perspective with the people setting the guidelines for the education we desire.

· The medical establishment should encourage patenting of natural or alternative medicine for indigenous people; this is, for them, a science.

· Informal training schools by and for women, including practical experience, courses, presentations, etc. 

· A search for ways to counteract globalization.

· Cooperation with indigenous wise men.

· Demands for their territorial rights based on their worldview.

· Innovation through our worldview.

· Drafting of a political declaration, as a common hemispheric stance regarding the Chiapas situation, and a letter of solidarity with our sisters addressed to President Zedillo.

· That those attending events be appointed by the organizations and that they circulate the information acquired.

· If no national organization exists, that the quotas be distributed to different organizations.

· That a country be responsible for maintaining communication and providing information for a given time.  Following the end of this period, there should be an evaluation of the work making use of infrastructure and resources. (Center of operations.)

· That a “resource bank” be created of indigenous women specializing in specific fields.

· That each country draw up a list of organizations of indigenous women and women of mixed race.

· The criteria for convening meetings are naming of individuals according to the type of meeting, that participants meet certain conditions, and that they have a knowledge of the process and of the topic. 

· That they be selected by indigenous organizations independent of the government, who are fighting for indigenous rights, especially the rights of indigenous women.

· That special measures be taken so as to not lose continuity when there are changes in leadership posts.

· That each country should perform a diagnosis of the situation and register indigenous women’s organizations.

· Form the Network of Women Artisans at a national and hemispheric level.

· Request support from the Inter-American Indian Institute for space, as well as for funds to cover expenses related to maintaining a shop, transportation, food and accommodation.  This will serve as a pilot scheme.

· Promote cultural events for exchange of handicrafts.

· Train our sister artisans in administration, cost management, quality control and marketing.

· Create revolving funds for artisans.

· As women who share the same problems and are united by the same needs, we have to join together in our struggle, since unity is what gives us strength.

· Training at the grass roots level should be overseen by national organizations, according to their own needs, worldview and methodology.

· Proposals for national leadership. 


Work on the following issues:

1. Women’s identity and worldview

2. Leadership

3. Indigenous women and the law  

4. Management and self-management  

5. Dealing with the state

6. Lobbying and negotiation

7. Analysis of the national and international circumstances

8. Training regarding international forums and documents

9. Identification and raising of funds 

10. Preparation of a data base on the skills, abilities, and special fields covered by women

· On intellectual property and marketing

· An attempt is being made to patent our natural, cultural, and other resources

· That intellectual property be included in Convention 169

· As regards patenting the human genome, we believe that we should debate this issue in the political arena, as a defense of human rights, and that in our organizations, we should raise the awareness of women that this is a violation of our human rights, for which we must learn how to handle international instruments.

Training of leaders
· Leadership profiles

· Work on leadership styles, based on the indigenous worldview and political practice.

· Systematization of procedures and management ability.

· Ability for management and dealing with the state, political parties and NGOs.

· Identification and raising of funds, and drafting of proposals to governmental and international authorities.

Proposals:


1.
Establish a hemispheric network of indigenous women, with representatives by region: north, south and central; with a duration of two years, meeting each year and as required.

Their functions:

· Disseminate information.  This has to be reciprocal, receiving and imparting information.

· Data base by country.

· Maintain contact with countries.

· Provide follow-up to the committees.

· Provide a report of activities every six months.

· Annual evaluation meeting with the committees.

· Convene a third hemispheric meeting.

· Seek financing.

· Create a forum for complaints, support, and follow-up.

· Provide information and training follow-up. 

· Carry out studies to ascertain training requirements by country.

· Study and analyze international agreements dealing with indigenous women and indigenous peoples.

· Adoption of a methodology that encourages dissemination of what we learn.

· Promote the presence of indigenous women in international forums.

· Seek United Nations funds in the framework of the decade of indigenous peoples.

· Foster the dissemination of international instruments related to women and indigenous peoples.

· Support the existing committees.

· Build links between the organizations within the countries, while respecting differences and diversity.

· Network organizing.

· A period of two years is proposed; among the possible functions is that of disseminating what is to be reported, and to provide a report of activities every six months.

· This report will be by region if there are meetings with the committees, with evaluations every year.

· Network organizing by region.

DECLARATION OF MEXICO CITY – TENOCHTITLAN


From December 4-7, 1997, indigenous women representing 25 indigenous peoples of the first nations of Abya-Yala , and of 17 countries in the Americas, meeting in the political heart of what was Mexico City -Tenochtitlan, one of the 56 indigenous cultures once stretching the length and breadth of Mexican territory, analyzed issues of common concern to us as women members of our communities and concluded:

Indigenous women play a fundamental role in the reproduction and permanence of our thousand-year-old cultures.  We therefore reassume today our responsibility for reinforcing, building and strengthening our presence and participation in all areas and levels both within and outside our communities.

As indigenous women we will continue to advocate the recognition of our rights, the need to strengthen, as indigenous women, the struggle of our peoples, and political and territorial claims, as the only way of guaranteeing our future as peoples and cultures deeply rooted in this Hemisphere.

The women gathered together these past few days have taken on serious responsibilities and commitments with regard to the life and the struggle we are experiencing as indigenous peoples.  Each one of us comes with different responsibilities, from different places and organizations.  During these days we had an opportunity for self-training, for defining the direction in which we shall advance, where to direct our struggle, where to place our strength as women without deviating from the path which we, as indigenous peoples, are pursuing.  Therefore, at the conclusion of the II Hemispheric Meeting of Indigenous Women of Abya-Yala, we demand: 

1. In the face of the constant aggressive and violent response to our demand for fundamental rights, such as the right to control and exploit our natural resources, we demand that the states recognize and respect the territorial and political rights of indigenous peoples, adapting their laws to the undeniable, multicultural reality that exists in the countries of the hemisphere where we continue to live as peoples.

2. We demand passing of the legal initiative promoted by COCOPA, and the immediate demilitarization of Chiapas and of all of the indigenous regions of Mexico, as well as minimum conditions for renewing the dialogue of San Andrés.

3. We demand that the countries ratify, regulate and carry out Convention 169 of the ILO on the rights of indigenous peoples in each of the countries.

4. In the framework of the indigenous decade declared by the United Nations, we demand that sufficient resources be guaranteed to strengthen the work of the organizations of indigenous peoples.


We demand that the states, international organizations, research institutes and transnational companies respect the knowledge and the life of our peoples.  We reject all attempts at genetic research on and pirating of plants, animals and persons, as is the case with the Human Genome, of which all of the indigenous peoples are victims.

5.
We declare ourselves to be against all policies of the neoliberal transnationals, which threaten the dignity of indigenous peoples, as with the projects being promoted in many regions of Latin America.  We indigenous peoples are solely responsible for maintaining, overseeing and guiding the development of our communities; of safeguarding the knowledge that exists inside each culture and overseeing each area within our territories–overseeing the knowledge on astronomy, medicine, biodiversity, and of the different forms of life and forces that exist in the area, on the ground and underground.

These are the first efforts we are undertaking as women, efforts which are firm and sure, though there are no economic resources that can guarantee a systematic effort on our part, as indigenous women.  Nevertheless, we have come together as sisters to strengthen our venues.

The work was begun in Ecuador, continued in Guatemala, and this II Hemispheric Meeting is a milestone in the life of our peoples, because we, as indigenous women, have defined, at this event, that from now on, we have to learn to walk alone, with no more intermediaries.  We desire a new relationship with the non-indigenous society; we desire a new relationship with each of the organizations that have stood with us throughout these processes.

We thank each of the organizations that have provided support with this event, but we believe that, from this point on, it is we indigenous women who must define our strategy of action and political guidelines.

We are many, our presence can not be denied, silent but not mute.  Chirimías and drums mark our rhythms, our fiestas, our traditions, and are the voice and the cradle of our existence.

Mexico City -Tenochtitlan, December 1997.
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