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REPORT OF THE RAPPORTEUR OF THE GENERAL COMMITTEE

A.
INTRODUCTION

As rapporteur of the General Committee, I have the honor to present to the Twenty-ninth Assembly of Delegates of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) the report on the proceedings of the General Committee of the Assembly.

This report is in keeping with regulatory guidelines and summarizes basic and background information and the decisions taken.

During the first plenary session of the Assembly, held on November 16, 1998, Florence Levers, Principal Delegate of Canada to the CIM, was elected Chair of the General Committee. The Committee was also formed at that session, in keeping with Article 33 of the Rules of Procedure of the Assembly of Delegates. As provided for in Article 34 of those Rules, the Committee was composed of the following member states: 

Haiti
Antigua and Barbuda

Honduras
Argentina

Jamaica
Bahamas

Mexico
Barbados

Nicaragua
Belize

Panama
Bolivia

Paraguay
Brazil

Peru
Canada

Saint Lucia 
Chile

Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
Colombia

Trinidad and Tobago
Costa Rica

United States
Dominican Republic

Uruguay
Ecuador

Venezuela 
Guatemala

Guyana

B.
WORK PLAN

The Assembly assigned the following topics to the General Committee:

Priority topics (Item 4 on the agenda)

a.
The prevention and eradication of violence 

· Status of the signature and ratification of the Convention of Belém do Pará

Strategic action to be taken to implement the objectives of the Convention 

b.
Full and equal participation of women by the year 2000

-
Equal Legal Rights for Women:  Report of the Special Rapporteur of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights on the Status of Women in the Americas 

c.
Equal opportunity and gender equity 

-
Plan of Action of the Inter-American Meeting of Consultation of the CIM on the Participation of Women in Power and Decision-Making Structures

-
System to follow up on the Plan of Action 

-
IDB-CIM program to support the leadership and representation of women 

Amendments to the legal instruments of the CIM (Item 5 on the agenda)

a. Statutes of the CIM

b. Regulations of the CIM

c. Rules of Procedure of the Assembly of Delegates of the CIM

d. Manual for Evaluating Seed Fund Projects 

C.
ELECTION AND APPOINTMENT OF OFFICERS
At the first working session, the vice chair and rapporteur of the General Committee were elected as follows:

Chair: 

Florence Levers (Canada)

Vice Chair:
Andrea Soruco (Bolivia)

Rapporteur:
Claudia Beatriz Barelli (Argentina)

D.
SESSIONS

The Committee held two working sessions at which it discussed its assigned topics:

a.
The Prevention and Eradication of Violence, CIM/doc.36/98, item 4(a) on the agenda. The aforementioned document was submitted for consideration. The delegation of Mexico reported that Mexico had deposited the instrument of ratification of the Convention of Belém do Pará, thereby bringing the number of countries that have ratified the Convention to 28. The draft resolution on strategic action to be taken to implement the objectives of the Convention of Belém do Pará was considered and approved.

b. Full and Equal Participation of Women by the Year 2000 -- Report of the Special Rapporteur of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights on the Status of Women in the Americas, CIM/doc.37/98, item 4(b) on the agenda.  Bearing in mind the recommendations contained in the aforementioned report, the draft resolution on “Equal Legal Rights for Women – Report of the Special Rapporteur of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights on the Status of Women in the Americas” was considered and approved, with the recommendations suggested by the delegations.

Dr. Elizabeth Abbi Mershed, a member of the IACHR, was present at the meeting.

c. Equal Opportunity and Gender Equity -- Plan of Action of the Inter-American Meeting of Consultation on the Participation of Women in Power and Decision-Making Structures, CIM/doc.39/98, item (4)c on the agenda.  In keeping with the methodology adopted for the foregoing items on the agenda, the resolution on the "Plan of Action on the Participation of Women in Power and Decision-Making Structures," proposed by the Working Group, was adopted with the suggestions made by the delegations present.

In addition, the draft resolution presented by the delegation of Canada entitled “Appointment of Women to Senior Management Positions at the OAS” was discussed. It should be noted that Dr. Mark Berenson, Director of the Department of Legal Services of the OAS, participated in the discussion.  He provided advisory services on the specific provisions of the OAS Charter that refer to contracting and appointing OAS staff. He placed particular emphasis on the provisions of Articles 119 and 136 of the Charter. Dr. Berenson made a very important contribution, since this led to the introduction of these provisions in addition to the preambular and operative paragraphs of the resolution approved by the participating delegations.

d.
Amendments to the Legal Instruments of the CIM, CIM/doc.27/98, item 5 on the agenda. The participants were explained the process that the Executive Committee carried out to fulfill this mandate from the previous Assembly of Delegates of the CIM.  The participating delegations considered and approved the resolution "Amendments to the Legal Instruments of the CIM" with minor changes.

The delegations were presented the "Manual of Procedures for Evaluating Seed Fund Projects,” CIM/doc. 26/98, corresponding to item 5(d) on the agenda.

The "Draft Declaration of Santo Domingo" was considered and discussed. The contributions of the delegations were incorporated, thus enriching the final text.


Upon completion of the consideration of the agenda, the representative of the International Labour Organization briefly presented a special report to the Assembly of Delegates. 


The rapporteur wishes to thank the Executive Secretariat for its support in carrying out the work and would like to recognize, in particular, the excellent performance of the Chair and Vice Chair of the General Committee in carrying out the Committee's work.


Claudia Beatriz Barelli


Delegate of Argentina

LIST OF RESOLUTIONS APPROVED BY THE GENERAL COMMITTEE 

OF THE TWENTY-NINTH ASSEMBLY OF DELEGATES

The Committee considered and approved the following draft resolutions: 

–
“Strategic Action to be Taken to Implement the Objectives of the Convention of Belém do Pará"

–
“Equal Legal Rights for Women – Report of the Special Rapporteur of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights”

–
“Plan of Action on the Participation of Women in Power and Decision-Making Structures”

–
“Appointment of Women to Senior Management Positions at the OAS”

–
“Amendments to the Legal Instruments of the CIM”

–
“Draft Declaration of Santo Domingo”
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